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Re: June 17 Congregational Update for Green Quarantine Phase 
 
Dear Congregation,         June 17, 2020 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  I am writing today with the latest updates 
on our church worship life as Schuylkill County enters Green Quarantine status on June 19.   

Green status recommends a maximum of 75% occupancy or no more than 250 people 
gathering for public events indoors.  After consideration of various factors including our sanctuary 
size, and to ramp up slowly to ensure safety, the Administrative Board at its June 15 meeting 
approved the following worship policy, effective immediately:   

Beginning Sunday, June 21 (Father’s Day): we will hold one live worship service at 9 am, 
with a maximum of approximately 50 people (plus the worship team) allowed in the sanctuary.  
Beginning Sunday, July 19, we will increase the number allowed in the sanctuary to approximately 
100 people.  Beginning Sunday, September 13, we will begin holding two worship services each 
Sunday morning to give the maximum number of people opportunity to attend while maintaining 
social distancing.  Worship will continue to stream online for the foreseeable future for those who 
choose to stay at home and for others joining us from outside the church.   

Here is a bullet point list of the new policy with safety measures.   
1) Beginning June 21 – approximately 50 people plus the worship team are allowed in the sanctuary.  

Please use your discretion if you are informed that the sanctuary is already at capacity.  The Comfort 

room holds another 10 for overflow.  This applies to both Sunday and Saturday night worship.   

2) Beginning July 19 – approximately 100 people allowed in the sanctuary.   

3) Beginning September 13 –Two worship services each with approx. 100 allowed in the sanctuary. 

Times and other details of the September worship schedule will be announced in the Sept. / October 

newsletter.   

4) Please wear masks. Masks are recommended and will continue to be so for the foreseeable future. 

You may sing if you are wearing your mask.  Worship leaders may remove their masks when singing or 

speaking their parts for clarity of understanding.   We cannot promise to have extra masks at church 

because of supply shortages. Please bring your own. 

5) Every other pew will be blocked off.  Families, please sit together to maximize capacity.  

6) The use of hand-sanitizer before entering and upon leaving the sanctuary is recommended. 

7) If you think you need your temperature taken, we have a non-contact thermometer in the narthex. 

8) All hymnals, bibles and paper materials will be removed from the pews.  We will depend on the video 

projection for the words to songs and other worship information. 

9) There will be no greeting line at the end of service.  Coffee hour is still on hold.  

10) Holy Communion will be served the first weekend/month with safety precautions.  Home communion 

will continue to be supported throughout the summer.  That may change in the fall.  

11) Worship will continue streaming live online 9 AM Sunday mornings at havenfirstumc.org/live for the 

foreseeable future.  We will continue to use creative means to worship God as we move forward. 

12) If you are uncomfortable with any of these limitations, we advise you to stay home.  If you cannot 

wear a mask, please stay home.  If you are vulnerable or have immune deficiencies, please stay home. 

We invite you to continue worshipping with the church through the online broadcast worship service. If 

you cannot worship online, please call the church office for a CD recording of the worship service.   
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Please be patient as we navigate these new conditions.  We realize many want to return to 
church as soon as possible and we hope these new measures make that possible.  Others are 
feeling vulnerable and do not want to risk public gatherings. The online worship will continue 
indefinitely to minister to them as well as to new folks joining online from outside the church.   

  

Here are a few more announcements about the church’s life we hope you find helpful. 
a) The Discipleship Council and Small group leaders are working on our Fall small group campaign.  

Because each of us needs community (and many have been feeling isolated and lonely with the 

quarantine), we strongly encourage you to join a small group if you are not already in one. Stay tuned 

for more information about the campaign before the Fall worship schedule begins.  

b) Fall worship: Worship committee, Christian Ed and other ministry leaders will be working on the new 

Sunday morning worship schedule and content questions this summer.  We are planning a revitalized 

family and children’s ministry as part of the Fall schedule.  Please keep this in prayer. 

c) Prayer Meeting has resumed in the Sanctuary at 6 pm Wednesdays with masks/social distancing. 

d) The Vineyard will offer drive-by pickup of emergency food at 10 AM 1st Wednesday of the month.   

e) Community Lunch: on Saturday, July 11, the Methodist Women will host the community lunch in 

drive-thru pickup style, from 11 am to 1 pm.  The meal will be PA Dutch potpie with apple sauce.  Yum.  

For August 8 and beyond: we are planning on returning to the normal sit-down lunch.   

f) The Sunday Fellowship Lunch remains suspended for the time being.  

g) Methodist Women is hosting a ‘Diaper Drive’ for the Jewel Women’s Center in Schuylkill Haven.  A 

box for donated diapers will be present outside under the drive-up entrance if you would like to donate 

to this vital pro-life ministry.  They are looking for size 5-6 diapers and diaper wipes.   

h) Finances: We thank God for providing for us, and for all of you who have been giving faithfully to 

support the ministries of the church.  Our giving has been about 7% below budget for the first 5 months 

of 2020, but our expenses have also been down. Please continue to give your tithes and offerings to 

honor the Lord and support the ministries of his church. You can mail your offering or give online at 

https://www.havenfirstumc.org/give.  

i) We will continue to monitor the pandemic situation and notify you as future changes are required.   

I want to remind you again of the new sense of spiritual hunger that appears to have 
awakened in many people’s hearts because of the pandemic and now civil unrest.  Although the 
recent unrest has not heavily impacted our county, there are still cultural issues which affect the 
region, including the sense of oppression experienced by some women and some minority ethnic 
groups, the role of police forces which in most cases are trying to maintain law and order, and a 
culture that has increasingly forgotten the way of the Lord.  In the midst of these, the Church is 
called out to be different. As disciples of Jesus, we are the salt and light of the world. We are to be 
agents of peace and righteousness, bearers of the good news, and representatives of Christ loving 
others with grace and truth regardless of their ethnic origin, family background, race or gender.  
We plan on saturating the local region with postcard invitations to join us in online worship, 
beginning with the series on Prophecy, the End-times, and the Pandemic.  Consider inviting your 
friends or neighbors to watch the series.  You might be surprised at their openness! 

Thank you, everyone, for your cooperation and prayers during this time.  Thank you to our 
church’s leadership team and staff, who are working hard behind the scenes to respond to the 
situation, to help the church stay connected to God and each other and to continue in ministry.  
You are in my prayers.  May God bless you all and keep you in the Love of Christ. 

In His service, 
Rev. Dr. Christopher Fisher, Pastor 
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