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SEEING EYE PUPPY 

Did you know that we have a family attending our services who raise Seeing Eye puppies?  Kim 

Meyers, Kyle Rose and their family raise puppies for the visually impaired. They recently ap-

proached the Administrative Board about bringing their puppy to church as part of the puppy’s train-

ing. Below is a list of frequently asked questions that people have had. If you have any other ques-

tions, please spend a little time talking with Kim & Kyle, they would welcome your queries.  

Seeing Eye Puppy 
R 

 FAQ’s 

What is The Seeing Eye and what do they do? 

 The Seeing Eye is the oldest guide dog school in the Unit-

ed States and is located in Morristown, NJ. They have been 

providing independence and dignity to blind persons since 

1929. In their 89 years they have matched more that 17,00 

guide dogs with visually impaired blind persons. 

As a puppy raiser, what do you do to train the dogs? 

 We housebreak the dogs, train them not to bark, not to 

bite, to stay off furniture, to ride on the floor in the car, and basic commands such as “sit”, “down”, “rest”, and 

to ignore distractions. 

What is the purpose of bringing the dog to worship services? 

 Our main job is to socialize the puppies to get them prepared and train them to behave in real-world situa-

tions. Some blind people are religious and got church services like we do so their Seeing Eye Dog should 

know how to behave in a worship service. 

Why can’t you leave the dot at home on Sundays as other pet owners do with their dogs? 

 It’s not that we can’t leave the puppy at home, but that the training and experience the puppies gain from 

attending worship every Sunday is beneficial towards their training and success as a guide dog in the future. 

What will the dog do during worship services? 

 The dog will lay on the floor at our feet, if not sleeping, quietly resting until the end of the service. 

How will you keep the dog from being a distraction during worship? 

 As previously stated, typically the dog will not be a distraction and will lay at our feet during worship. Peo-

ple should leave the dog alone during worship so as not to distract it from working. In the e vent that the dog 

is getting antsy and is becoming a distraction, we will remove the dog from the service until it has had a 

chance to calm down, similar to what one would do with a child that is becoming a distraction to the service. 

What if someone is afraid of dogs? 

 The dogs are always on leash under the control of the puppy raiser. Persons who are afraid of dogs need 

not have any contact with the dog. Puppy raisers never insist that anyone approach or have contact with the 

dog. We have found that some persons who were afraid of dogs overcame their fears when they  had the 

chance to see a well-behaved dog in church. Especially when they encountered the dog as a tiny pup. 
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What if someone is allergic to dogs? 

 Most dog allergies require direct contact with a dog. That is easily avoided because the dog is always on 

leash under the control of the puppy. 

Is the dog housebroken? 

 Short answer: Yes. However, if the dog was not housebroken, we, as puppy raisers, are trained to know 

when and how often our dogs have to go outside and also to pick up on the “cues’ they are giving us that tell 

us they need to go outside. 

How will the sanctuary carpet be protected? 

 If an accident would occur, which is rare, the puppy raiser always carries a “Clean-up kit” which contains 

paper towels, stain and scent removing spray, and clean-up bags which, when used immediately, will leave 

no traces of any accident the puppy might have. 

Is there liability insurance in case the dog hurts someone or damages church property? 

 Shor answer: Yes. The Seeing Eye provides all puppies with veterinary care, heart worm, and flea and tick 

medication. All puppies are up to date on all required vaccinations. Puppy raisers are also provided with one-

million –dollar liability insurance.  In nine years of puppy raising, we have never experienced and incident of a 

dog biting a person or chewing any church furniture. 

Will people be allowed to pet the dogs? 

 Short answer: Yes. People will be allowed to pet the dog, with our permission, before or after worship ser-

vices. As previously mentioned, people should not distract the dog during worship services as it is working. 

How old are the dogs and at what age do you pass them onto the next level trainers? 

 At the time of writing this (12/17/18) Maize is 4 months old. We receive all of our puppies at 7 weeks of age 

and keep them until they are around 12-16 months of age at which point they are returned to The Seeing Eye 

to be placed with a trainer and begin their formal harness training. If all goes well, the dogs should be out and 

guiding a blind person at the age of 2 year old. 

Why would this be a blessing to the congregation? 

 Jesus had just then cured many people of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and had given sight to may 

who were blind. And he answered the, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive 

their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good 

news brought to them And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” Luke 7:21-23 NRSV 

 We are expected to socialize the pups by taking them everywhere we go Puppies are expected to  be tak-

en to any places that a blind person might go. That includes restaurants, schools, public transportation, doc-

tor’s offices, shopping malls, movie theaters, and, yes, churches. By attending worship services every Sun-

day, the puppy is learning how to behave during a worship service. If their blind person chooses to go to wor-

ship, their guide dog would go as well. Our church would be providing the necessary experience the puppy 

needs in order to succeed later in its guide dog life. 

*The Seeing Eye is trademark. 
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CHURCH FAMILY UPDATE 

The following members of our First Church Family are 
either recovering at home from recent hospital stays or 
are in local nursing homes. Please remember them in 
your thoughts and prayers, send a card or visit with 
them.         

       Schuylkill Haven: 

 Lucille Romberger 
406 May Drive 

  
Carol Shappell 

206 Jefferson St. 
  

Helen & Stuart Sattizhan 
SH High Rise 

  
  

Pottsville: 
  

Carl Geary 
1425 Sweet Arrow Lake Road 

  
Marilyn Koch 

Manor Care, room 226 
  
 

Tremont: 

John & Anna Mease 

113 Washington Street 

 

 

Orwigsburg: 
  

Dr. Herb Rubright 
33 Grist Mill Rd. 

  
Carol Wagner 
Seton Manor 

  
Monette Treon 

Pinebrook Personal Care, Room 25 
 
 
 

Brian Reading—Minister of Visitation 
 570-385-3804 
 570-294-0271 
  
Vickie Brink—visitation team member 
 570-739-2056 

  

TRUSTEES WISHLIST 

The Trustees have updated their wish list. They 

would also like to thank all those who have con-

tributed to some of the previous projects. Your 

generous donations are greatly appreciated by 

many. 

Dishwasher  for the kitchen 

Additional handicapped parking near the front 

(main) entrance and office area 

Vestibule for the Fellowship Hall entrance near-

est the kitchen. One t hat would mirror the ves-

tibule at the other end of Fellowship Hall.  

Basket Ball Court lighting 

Shubbery and landscaping for the front and 

side of the church. 

A new Bible Basics class is starting in 2019.  
We will be using the books The Bible for the 
Biblically Inept and The Bible from Scratch.  
This is a good place to start in a small group/
class session.  We will all be learning about 
the information in the Bible together. The goal 
is to help you feel comfortable when moving on 
to a Bible study or class.  Dates and times will 
be determined based on the availability of the 
participants.  The sessions will be held in my 
home.  Please contact me at 570-385-4818 or 
mrsy27@verizon.net for more information or to 
reserve a seat.  I look forward to learning with 
you.      Shirley Yenilaitus 

mailto:mrsy27@verizon.net
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Schuylkill Haven, PA. 17972 
NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

BULK RATE 
POTTSVILE, PA. 17901 

PERMIT #26 
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RETURN SERVICE  

REQUESTED 

DATED MAIL, PLEASE  

DO NOT DELAY 

First United Methodist Church 
“Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” 

Sunday Services at 8:00 A.M. & 10:45 A.M. 
Sunday School at 9:20 A.M. 

Saturday Evenings at 6:00 P.M. 
 

Our Vision: Welcoming, Empowering, Reaching Out 

Ministers: Everyone of us: 

Pastors and Staff: 

 

Dr. Christopher Fisher                         Senior Pastor 

JoAnn Daum                    Office Manager 

Marcy Hudock                    Sexton 

Adam Kraft                                                                                                  Treasurer 

Nancy Kraft                         Parish Nurse 

Cynthia McClelland                                                             Organist/Music Director 

Brian Reading                                                                           Minister of Visitation 

Julie Saunders                                                                                     Choir Director 

Pamela Setlock                                                                                Church Secretary 

Adhurim Xhemajli                 Associate Pastor of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

 

The Circuit Writer 

January  / February 2019 


