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Regarding: April 1 Congregational Update on the Quarantine 
 
Dear Congregation,         April 1, 2020 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  I’m writing with some encouragement and the 
latest updates on our church’s response to the Coronavirus Quarantine.   

First, I want to encourage you to keep your faith and trust God at all times.  Don’t watch 
the news all day.  The Media sensationalizes things to feed fear, which is how they get more viewers.  Limit 
your news intake to twice a day and you will know everything that’s really going on.  You may be socially 
isolated, but unless you are living alone, you are not isolated from your own family.  Try this to encourage 
each other. Be sure to eat meals together and pray together. Take turns around the table to look each 
family member in the eye and tell each other what you appreciate about each other.  If you are alone, make 
at least one daily call or video-chat with a family member, a friend from church, or a neighbor, and do the 
same appreciation exercise.   

If you have children at home, even grown children: being homebound means some new 
interactions are possible.  Re-learn how to play: games, puzzles, outdoor exercise as a family.  Try this: let 
the children tell you parents how they want to play for a set time each day.  Follow their lead and see what 
happens.  Even if they attend virtual school and you work, make time to play.  

To boost your faith, spend time each day with God.  Go in your inner room and close the door, 
read the Scripture for 15 minutes, then talk to God about what’s on your heart.  Ask him to talk to you 
about what is on His heart.  The Lord says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the 
nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” (Ps.46:10).  Be still before him and wait.  Ask a family member to be 
a prayer partner and pray daily for each other, for the church, and for our people.  If you are in a small 
group, ask your leaders to organize a weekly virtual meeting.  If you are not in a small group, let the us 
know if you want to be, and we’ll help connect you. 

Use this time to share the love of Christ with your neighbors. People need God.  Even while 
practicing safe social distancing, you can share his love, chat across the alley or fence, ask how they are 
doing, extend help however you can. You can ask how they are doing with God and offer to pray for them. 
This could be a time of open doors to something new in the Spirit!   

Here is other timely news about our church life. As you know, PA Governor Wolf has issued a 
“Stay-at-Home” order for Schuylkill County, and the US President has issued orders limiting public 
gatherings at least through April 30.  The leadership of the church is responding to the situation in 
compliance with civil authorities.  Here is what we are doing: 
1) MEETINGS CANCELLED: Until further notice, but at least through April 30, all church meetings in the 

building are cancelled.  Small group and church-related meetings in member’s homes are cancelled.  

However, groups and teams are encouraged to continue in online “virtual” meetings (see below).  

2) SUNDAY WORSHIP: We will continue to hold a weekly worship service to be broadcast at 9 am, 

Sundays. However, the worship will no longer be conducted from the church building, but rather 

through collaboration by the worship team from each other’s homes.  The service will be recorded and 

viewable online Sunday at 9 AM to meet the spiritual needs of the congregation.  You can participate 

thru the church’s website at: https://www.havenfirstumc.org/live.  Messages will differ from those 

originally published in the church newsletter to address our current needs.  Please NOTE: If you do NOT 

have access to modern technology to view the service online, please call the office and let us know, and 

we will work on getting a recording of weekly worship into your hands. 

3) HOLY WEEK: We are planning the following special worship activities, all viewable online.   

• PALM SUNDAY Worship at 9 AM with a “Love Feast.” Prepare ahead of time. At your 

discretion, pick up palm branches outside the church after Noon, Sat. April 4. Bake a sweet bread 

and have milk or coffee ready.  We will use the palm branches and eat together during the worship.  
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• HOLY THURSDAY 7 PM: Prepare ahead of time: pour a cup of grape juice or wine and have bread 

to break.  The worship service will include Scripture readings and hymns, followed by Holy 

Communion.  Pastor Fisher will consecrate the elements from home. You are invited to celebrate 

Holy Communion in your own homes while viewing the worship service.  Our website will also link to 

an explanation of a Messianic Seder Super by Chosen People Ministries that should be a blessing.  

• GOOD FRIDAY 24H PRAYER VIGIL: Thursday 8 PM to Friday 8 PM.  Set aside these 24 hours 

as a special day to seek the Lord.  Do no regular work (if possible), and eat and drink for strength, 

not pleasure.  Watch “The Passion of the Christ.”  Meditate on Christ’s passion.  Pray.   

• EASTER SUNDAY 9 AM:  We will broadcast a single service.  Join us live for Sonrise! (At 9 AM) 

4) EXPANDED PRAYER MINISTRY: We have just mailed prayer cards to a group of intercessors who have 

volunteered to pray for all the members of the church, by name, every day. Each volunteer has taken 

a card with 10 names.  You are being prayed for by one of these intercessors daily. You can expect a call 

from her/him sometime in the next 1 to 3 weeks to ask how you are doing and what they can pray for. 

5) FINANCIAL SUPPORT: We are pleased to report that the congregation has been faithful in generous 

giving through the first quarter of 2020. We are very close to meeting our projected budget, despite 

the obvious difficulties of meeting together, and for some, lost or reduced job income.  Thank you to all 

of you, including those who have transitioned to online giving for the first time.  Please continue to give 

your tithes and offerings to honor the Lord and support the ministries of his church. You can mail your 

offering or give online at https://www.havenfirstumc.org/giving. The recently passed CARES Act makes 

help available to most churches.  With the bishop’s permission, the Administrative Board will hold a 

special Webex charge conference on Saturday April 11 at 11 AM to consider that possible help.  

6) OFFICE STATUS: The church office is closed physically, but open remotely.  Calls are being routed to 

staff at home, where they can respond to ministry and pastoral needs.  Please update your contact 

details if you are not on the church’s phone/email communication tree. This will help us keep in touch.  

7) UPDATE ON THE UMC DENOMINATION: General Conference, Annual Conference and District 

Conference have all been postponed.  Details on rescheduling will be made available when we know. 

8) YOUTH CANDY SALE: The Youth Easter Candy Sale is still on, with 14 boxes of Honeycomb Crunch 

candy left (10 milk/4 dark). Please fill out a request on the church website if you want to place an 

order.  More can be happily made.  Immediate home-delivery is available. Cost is $10/box.  

9) MINISTRY CONTINUES TO HAPPEN. The life of the church has moved into our homes.  I and other 

ministry team leaders are as busy as ever overseeing the transitions to the home-focused ministry 

required by the quarantine.  Some Ministry teams are meeting and planning by virtual means. The 

Trustees and Parsonage Committee have been working on updating and beautifying the parsonage.  

SPRC is working on getting new youth ministry staff. The Discipleship Council is working on helping our 

Small Groups transition to online format and prepare for next things.  Contact Don Bergen at 

dbergen@havenfirstumc.org for help getting your group or team online.  He can easily set up a virtual 

“Webex Room” for you. All you need to do is invite participants to join it by email or phone.     

We will stay in touch as April 30 approaches.   We are hoping for our church life to be back to 
normal by summer.  I want to thank everyone for their cooperation and prayers during this time.  I 
also thank our church’s leadership team and staff, who have been working hard behind the scenes 
to respond to the crisis and help the church stay connected to God and each other.  Please be 
patient with us as we continue to develop and support our “virtual” congregational life.  You are in 
my prayers.  May God bless you all and keep you in the Love of Christ. 

In His service, 
Rev. Dr. Christopher Fisher, Pastor 
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